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Europe. It does not appear that either of these animals
ever had a much wider range than they now have, so that in
any case South-west Asia seems indicated as the original
area of the domestication of sheep. It is known that both
the early Sumerians and the predynastic Egyptians had
sheep, but since the Egyptian sheep had the urial as an
ancestor, and the urial is not known ever to have been wild in
Egypt, the Sumerians are more likely to have been the first
to domesticate the sheep, and the Egyptians may well have
got their sheep from Sumeria. It is remarkable, however,
that neither in Egypt nor any other part of Africa have the
sheep wool, and it seems certain that the sheep with wool
was the result of highly specialized selective breeding in
South-west Asia, whence, together with emmer wheat, it
was introduced into Europe. In early Europe sheep and
emmer wheat are always found in association, and both are,
according to the best authorities, native to South-west Asia.
The Asiatic and African breeds of domestic goat are
generally considered to derive from a single wild species
which had formerly a very wide distribution in Southern
Europe and Western Asia. ... It is, however, possible
that the dwarf goat of Central and West Africa may be
descended from a different and perhaps African ancestor*
(Forde, op. cit., p. 452).
African, perhaps, but not Negro African, since no wild
species of sheep or goat has been found south of the Sahara,
The domestic ass is descended from the wild ass of
^orth-east Africa, and the wild ass of Asia has never been
amed. Domestic asses appear later than domestic cattle^
rat they existed in Egypt in late predynastic times, and in
Jumeria about 3000 b.c. In both countries they were used
"or milking and draught long before they were used for
iding.

